
Kentucky
Affordability Study Strikes a Chord

#weagree



Advocacy partners

And many more . . .  



KEJC Health Advocacy Team

It made us better policy advocates:

u Tap consumer stories

u Inform feedback loop to cure glitches

u Provide consumer assistance

And litigate when needed . . . 

“ . . . community based lawyering”

Outreach and enrollment?  

You bet!



A tale of two states and two elections
2015 and 2016 . . . 

Purple State

u Medicaid expansion

u State-based exchange

u kynectors on the ground

u Last D chamber in South

u State Innovation Model

Red State

u kynect brand abolished

u Medicaid waiver

u Premiums

u Copayments

u Lockouts 

u Work requirements

u State Innovation Model shelved

. . . and 2018



Narrative Arc

Opportunity

u Medicaid expansion

u Community-based kynectors

u Health system transformation

Threat

u ACA repeal or sabotage

u 1115 waiver

u “Skin in the game” model

Hope
Still standing . . . 

Affordability survey empowers consumers and 
advocates with bipartisan agenda 



Opportunity seized

Source:  Kentucky Center for Economic Policy analysis of 2010-2016Census Small Area Health Insurance Estimates and 
2013 metro and non-metro county designations.



What’s At 
Stake? 15.3% 14.3%

5.1% 5.4%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Source: American Community Survey 1 year estimates data 2010-2017.

Kentucky Center for Economic Policy | kypolicy.org

Kentucky's Rate of Uninsured Plummeted, But Has 
Stalled Out



SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM

Consumers Union Survey (2015)
1 in 3 privately insured have 
received a surprise medical bills

1 in 4 people got surprise bills 
from an out-of-network provider

Health Affairs (2016)
14% of ED visits 

9% of hospital stays 

20% of patients admitted via ED Source: Margot Sanger-Katz, Reed Abelson. "Surprise! Insurance Paid the E.R. but 
not the doc." New York Times. November 16, 2016.



The affordability survey
• Spans types of coverage

• Touches widely shared experiences

• Responses cross party lines



52
Source: 2018 Poll of Kentucky Adults, Ages 18+, Altarum Healthcare Value Hub’s Consumer Healthcare Experience State Survey

72% of Kentucky adults had one or 
more healthcare affordability 
burdens

Striking findings
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68% 69%

59%

66%

33%
27%

33%
36%

71%

18%

Employer
Coverage

Private
Coverage

Purchased by
Individual

Medicare Medicaid Military
Coverage

Somewhat or Very Worried About Health 
Insurance

Your Health Insurance Will Become Too Expensive
You Will Lose Your Health Insurance
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2018 Poll of Kentucky Adults:
Support for Specific Changes
Percent who Agree or Strongly 
Agree: Total

Generally speaking, do you 
think of yourself as…

Republican Democrat Neither

Make it easy to switch insurers if 
health plan drops your doctor 94% 95% 96% 92%

Show what a fair price would be for 
specific procedures 93% 93% 94% 93%

Require insurers to provide upfront 
cost estimates to consumers 93% 94% 95% 90%

Authorize the Attorney General to 
prevent price gouging or unfair 
prescription drug price hikes

93% 91% 96% 91%



Consumer Agenda for 
Affordable Health 
Care
• Creating a Healthcare Affordability Standard

• Protecting Kentuckians from Surprise Medical 
Bills

• Building an All Payer Claims Database

• Protecting Kentuckians from Predatory Short 
Term Plans

• Preserving Dental, Vision, and Transportation 
Benefits for Medicaid Recipients

u#WeAgree



Survey Shared 
in Multiple 

Settings

May 14 KVH Affordability Forum

August 23 American Cancer Society 

September 23 Community Health Workers

October 19 KVH Annual Meeting

December 18 Forum 18 Path to Affordable 
Health Care



Promising response . . .


